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Abstract

"Tuberculosis is a very ancient serious disease; its history is closely associated with evolution of
man. This disease is found not only in man but also in fishes, amphibians, reptiles, birds and
other mammals. It spreads from man to animals and animals to man. Tuberculosis is caused by a
rod like bacteria Mycobacterium tuberculosis. There are about 106 species of Mycobacteria
which are capable of causing. T.B., Leprosy, Skin Ulcers and other mycobactcrial infections not
only in lungs but in almost all organs of human body. Mycobacteria other than M. tuberculosis
are called as atypical Mycobacteria which are mostly resistant to anti tubercular drugs. The cell
wall of Mycobacteria is very thick and resistant so killing of these bacteria by antibiotics is not
easy hence some special anti tubercular antibiotics are used for treatment of this infection.
Improper and incomplete use of antitubercular drugs has made this bacteria multidrug resistant
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(M.D.R) and non curable. Now drug resistant tuberculosis is a serious international problem and
is top priority of World Health Organization and Govt. of India.
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